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chapters in this book were originally commissioned for a conference held at the mershon center on the ohio state university campus

march 7 10 2002 preface

the swing voter occupies a cherished place in american political lore candidates court swing voters consultants target them and
pundits speculate constantly on which way they will lean but nobody has adequately defined them as a group what exactly is a swing
voter no one really seems to know t he swing voter in american politics fills this conceptual gap the book brings political scientists
and pollsters together to answer four basic questions what is a swing voter how can analysts use survey data to identify swing voters
how do swing voters differ if at all from the rest of the electorate and what role do swing voters play in determining the outcomes of
contemporary elections drawing on a wide range of sources including american national election studies data gallup polls pew center

surveys and the national annenberg election survey the contributors track swing voters across six decades and in national and local
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elections the result is an unprecedented picture of this key political group just in time for the 2008 campaigns contributors include
james e campbell university of buffalo april clark pew research center for the people the press adam clymer annenberg public policy
center university of pennsylvania michael dimock pew research center for the people the press juliana menasce horowitz pew
research center for the people the press jeffrey m jones gallup organization daron r shaw university of texas austin jeffrey m

stonecash syracuse university ken winneg annenberg public policy center university of pennsylvania

for decades journalists have called the winners of u s presidential elections often in error well before the closing of the polls in votes
that count and voters who don t sharon e jarvis and soo hye han investigate what motivates journalists to call elections before the
votes have been tallied and more importantly what this and similar practices signal to the electorate about the value of voter
participation jarvis and han track how journalists have told the story of electoral participation during the last eighteen presidential
elections revealing how the portrayal of voters in the popular press has evolved over the last half century from that of mobilized
partisan actors vital to electoral outcomes to that of pawns of political elites and captives of a flawed electoral system the authors
engage with experiments and focus groups to reveal the effects that these portrayals have on voters and share their findings in
interviews with prominent journalists votes that count and voters who don t not only explores the failings of the media but also shows
how the story of electoral participation might be told in ways that support both democratic and journalistic values at a time when
professional strategists are pressuring journalists to provide favorable coverage for their causes and candidates this book invites

academics organizations the press and citizens alike to advocate for the voter s place in the news
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why it s time to enshrine the right to vote in the constitution throughout history too many americans have been disenfranchised or
faced needless barriers to voting part of the blame falls on the constitution which does not contain an affirmative right to vote the
supreme court has made matters worse by failing to protect voting rights and limiting congress s ability to do so the time has come
for voters to take action and push for an amendment to the constitution that would guarantee this right for all drawing on troubling
stories of state attempts to disenfranchise military voters women african americans students former felons native americans and
others richard hasen argues that american democracy can and should do better in assuring that all eligible voters can cast a
meaningful vote that will be fairly counted he shows how a constitutional right to vote can deescalate voting wars between political
parties that lead to endless rounds of litigation and undermine voter confidence in elections and can safeguard democracy against
dangerous attempts at election subversion like the one we witnessed in the aftermath of the 2020 presidential election the path to a
constitutional amendment is undoubtedly hard especially in these polarized times a real right to vote explains what s in it for
conservatives who have resisted voting reform and reveals how the pursuit of an amendment can yield tangible dividends for

democracy long before ratification

whether it is requests for bricks and mortar or more operating money each election type and context is unique with no guarantee that
a set of campaign strategies successful in one district will not fail in another community if successful campaigns were not such a
delicate balance of science and art the key to success would have long since been discovered resulting in significantly more school
districts winning at the ballot box as members of the baby boom generation collectively watch their last child receive a diploma from

our nation s public schools passing school finance elections is going to be even more difficult promising tougher battles with the
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electorate and tighter margins between success and failure school finance elections represents a marriage of research and
successful practice presenting a comprehensive planning model for school leaders preparing for and conducting school finance
elections information presented emphasizes systems and strategies rather than specific campaign tactics avoiding a myopic focus on
tactics allows school leaders to elevate their thinking to a more comprehensive and long range vision of election planning each of the
chapters elaborates on one of the ten elements in the authors comprehensive planning model use of this model has reaped success
in all types of school districts from new jersey to california and the authors aim to bring readers success at the ballot box as well this
second edition builds on the first with expanded sections about the attitudes of voters whose children have grown and graduated
research into the nature of organized opposition and new material highlighting the internet in campaigns the authors provide school

leaders with important resources to guide their planning and execution of school finance referenda

approval voting proposes a compelling way to elect some 500 000 officials in public elections under this system voters may vote for
or approve of as many candidates as they like in multicandidate elections among the many benefits of approval voting are its
propensity to elect the majority candidate rather than the strongest minority candidate as often occurs under plurality voting its relative
invulnerability to insincere or strategic voting and by offering voters the opportunity to influence election outcomes more equitably a
probable increase in voter turnout since the publication of the first edition of this book its arguments in favor of an election reform
practically unknown in 1983 have stood the test of time perhaps the proof of the pudding lies in the adoption of approval voting by
about a dozen professional societies several with tens of thousands of members and their generally favorable experience with it after

a generation of discussion and debate on the subject the authors remain convinced that approval voting is as relevant today as it was
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when rigorous analysis and systematic empirical research on this election reform began more than 30 years ago

this timely book provides a thought provoking discussion of issues that influence voter registration and turnout in contemporary
america elections not only determine who will fill an office they have a lot to say about how the democratic process works or doesn t
work in 21st century america this fascinating book sheds light on that question by focusing on factors that currently shape elections
and political participation in the united states it covers issues that are consistently in the media such as gerrymandering voter id and
rules pertaining to when where and how americans register and vote but it also goes beyond the obvious to consider issues that are
often overlooked civic education and engagement citizen apathy and political alienation for example the volume begins with an
introduction to elections that includes a discussion of the history of voting in the united states each subsequent chapter covers a
different topic relative to registration and voting it addresses matters of education as well as socialization mobilization and the legal
and political structures that shape u s political participation ideal for readers who may be considering such concerns for the first time

the work will foster an understanding of why political participation is important and of the causes and consequences of non voting

is voting out of fashion does it matter if voters don t show up at the polls if yes is legal enforcement of voting compatible with
democracy these are just a few of the questions linked to the thorny problem of electoral abstention this book addresses the hot
question whether there is a duty to vote and if this is enforceable in the form of compulsory voting divided into two parts anthoula
malkopoulou begins by expertly presenting the importance of compulsory voting today situating the debate within the contemporary

discussion on liberty equality and democracy then she questions the historical origins of the idea in europe in particular she examines
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parliamentary discussions and other primary sources from france and greece including a few additional insights from other countries
like switzerland and belgium focusing especially on the years between 1870 and 1930 the reader learns about the historical actors of
the debates their efforts to legitimate punishment of abstention through normative arguments but also their strategic motivations and
political interests while discussions at the beginning of the century focus on introducing compulsory voting malkopoulou criticizes its
misuse after the second world war exposing the contingency of relevant normative claims today and the conditionality of compulsory
voting from ancient times until today you learn about the ideological debates their political context and how the problems of equal

representation and democratic moderation persist through the ages

during every election cycle political observers generate a seemingly limitless supply of theories opinions and predictions unfortunately
many of these assertions oversimplify complex subjects or overhype the latest political fads inevitably some misinformation becomes
part of the conventional wisdom about american elections the objective of conventional wisdom and american elections exploding
myths exploring misconceptions is to bring clarity to several of these subjects for example it is now commonplace for commentators
to emphasize the negative tactics and practices of the campaigns of presidential candidates in 2016 some commentators suggested
that the presidential campaign was the nastiest ever with the campaigns of president donald trump hillary clinton and their supporters
going to new extremes of negativity however these claims are not new dating as far back as the presidential election of 1800 critics
of thomas jefferson stated that his potential victory would bring about legal prostitution and the burning of the bible in 1824 opponents
of andrew jackson charged that he was a murderer and that his wife was a bigamist perhaps most scurrilous of all jackson s

opponents even accused his dead mother of being a prostitute in total conventional wisdom and american elections identifies eleven
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widely held myths and misconceptions about elections in the united states the conclusions drawn throughout the book are based on
the most current political science research in some instances the literature is clear in debunking popular myths about american
elections on other issues research findings are more mixed in either case conventional wisdom and american elections clarifies the

issues so that readers can discern between those in which scholars have largely resolved and those in which honest debate remains

in democracy gone abele argues that the last eight years in particular have shown us that our democracy has largely disintegrated
leaving behind only an exoskeleton that was once its original vertebrae of ends and principles this book questions whether or not the
american democratic experiment has run out of steam and if through our inattention we have replaced our democracy with politicians
lustful for power and central authority that is out of touch with the needs of common people the essays included in democracy gone
focus specifically on two questions first how true are we staying to our founding values in our national actions and dialogues second
how consistent and universal is our application of the principles and standards we claim to hold dear the underlying call is that it is
critical to our form of democracy in the united states that citizens once again become active participants in the issues of the day

nothing less than the reclamation of our democracy is at stake

wall street journal bestseller usa today bestseller publisher s weekly bestseller new york times bestseller with a simple majority on the
supreme court the left would have the power to curtail or even abolish the freedoms that have made america a beacon to the world
we are one vote away from losing our most precious constitutional rights as a supreme court clerk solicitor general of texas and

private litigator ted cruz played a key role in some of the most important legal cases of the past two decades in one vote away you
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will discover how often the high court decisions that affect your life have been decided by the narrowest of margins one vote
preserves your right to speak freely to bear arms and to exercise your faith one vote will determine whether your children enjoy their
full inheritance as american citizens god may endow us with certain unalienable rights but whether we enjoy them depends on nine
judges the high priests who have the last say in our system of government drawing back the curtain of their temple senator cruz
reveals the struggles arguments and strife that have shaped the fate of those rights no one who reads one vote away can ever again

take a single seat on the supreme court for granted

two quotations about the book this book puts truth to the lie that voter fraud is rare and insignificant a must read for understanding
the battle space of the modern political campaign j christian adams election lawyer and author of the new york times bestseller
injustice election fraud is alive and well in florida this book is a must read for anyone who believes in election integrity and wants the

tools to oppose corruption peter m feaman national committeeman florida

the ground upon which campaigns and elections are contested has been shifting rapidly in the last decade radical and ongoing
changes to the way elections are administered and campaigns are financed new approaches to polling campaign management and
advertising and voter mobilization and recent developments in the organization of political parties and interest groups the operation of
the media and the behavior of voters require close examination new directions in campaigns and elections guides students through
the tangle of recent developments in real world politics drawing on the insights of innovative scholarship on these topics more than

any other aspects of american politics campaigns and elections have been affected in many cases transformed by new
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communication technologies a recurring theme throughout the volume this tightly organized collection of original contributions raises

important normative questions grounds students thinking in cutting edge empirical research and balances applied politics with

scholarly insights like other volumes in the new directions in american politics series the focused exploration of the latest

developments across a comprehensive range of topics makes this an ideal companion for students eager to understand the rapidly

changing political environment of the u s electoral process
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