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the nation state of israel is a short and concise overview of israel that includes its patriarchal

history since abraham its geography and environment its economy culture and demographics

its government and legal system zionism and the holocaust its conflicts and peace since 1948

a collection of articles about israel s right of establishment as a jewish homeland and as an

independent country

for the last two centuries the nation state has posed a formidable challenge to multinational

empires it has served as a base for modernisation secularisation and democratisation and also

for the formation of totalitarian regimes today the nation state faces challenges from multiple

directions national  minorities  demand self  determination while religious forces challenge

secular governments and global migration movements undermine the cultural uniformity once

considered essential for the formation and preservation of nation states this is the third of a

three volume set detailed below which addresses key challenges facing the contemporary

nation state from a global perspective but with special emphasis on the middle east and

israel publication reflects research conducted under the auspices of the israel democracy
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institute s nation state project which analyses israel s complex reality in which a jewish

majority contends with an arab minority ultra orthodox religious forces reject the authority of

the nation state and an immigrant society exhibits substantial cultural and ethnic variance

volume  iii  explores  the  cultural  social  and  political  effects  of  immigration  on  the

contemporary  nation  state  its  character  cohesion  and  possible  future  as  well  as  on

contemporary  liberal  democracy  contributions  deal  with  such  issues  as  different  liberal

approaches to the issue of immigration and immigrant integration nation building narratives

and their implications for immigrants and minorities citizenship tests and integration policy in

the united states and in europe as well as israel s law of return and the debate about it and

other aspects of immigration policy

a revisionist account of zionist history challenging the inevitability of a one state solution

from a bold path breaking young scholar the jewish nation state has often been thought of as

zionism s end goal in this bracing history of the idea of the jewish state in modern zionism

from its beginnings in the late nineteenth century until the establishment of the state of israel

dmitry shumsky challenges this deeply rooted assumption in doing so he complicates the

narrative of the zionist quest for full sovereignty provocatively showing how and why the

leaders of the prestate zionist movement imagined articulated and promoted theories of self

determination in palestine either as part of a multinational ottoman state 1882 1917 or in the

framework of multinational democracy in particular shumsky focuses on the writings and

policies of five key zionist leaders from the habsburg and russian empires in central and

eastern europe in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries leon pinsker theodor herzl

ahad ha am vladimir ze ev jabotinsky and david ben gurion to offer a very pointed critique

of zionist historiography

the history of partition in the twentieth century is one steeped in controversy and violence

literature partition and the nation state offers an extended study of the social and cultural

legacies of state division in ireland and palestine two regions where the trauma of partition

continues to shape political events to this day focusing on the period since the 1960s when

the original partition settlements in each region were challenged by irish and palestinian

nationalists  joe  cleary  s  book  contains  individual  chapters  on  nationalism  and  self

determination on the construction of national literatures in the wake of state division and on

influential irish israeli and palestinian writers film makers and public intellectuals cleary s

book is a radical and enthralling intervention into contemporary scholarship from a range of

disciplines on nations and nationalism it will be of interest to scholars in cultural and post

colonial studies nations and nationalism irish literature middle east studies and modern

history

this edited book examines the growing worldwide phenomenon of civilizational populism in

democratic nation states and brings together research that explores this in a wide variety of

religious political and geographic contexts in doing so the book shows how from europe to

india and pakistan and from indonesia to the americas populists increasingly define national

belonging through civilizational identity claiming that the world can be divided into several

religion defined civilizations with incompatible values the volume also discusses the complex

relationship  between civilizational  populism democracy and nationalism and shows how

nationalists often use civilizational identity to help define ingroups and outgroups within their

society with this  the book investigates the salience of  the concept its  widespread and
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influential nature and also explains how populists construct civilizational identities and the

factors behind the rise of civilizational populism

the book analyses the development of israel s national identity through the world of local

jewish zionist historiography inspired by norbert elias historical and figurational sociology the

book examines the different phases and generations in israel in light of the collective habitus

and the nation state survival unit set by zionism it does so by putting in relation the

intellectual profession of history writing and the processes of state and identity building it

processually pursues the autonomization of the historiographical field in israel from its socio

genesis in pre state israel to recent decades by combining together well established literature

on the relations between nationalism and statehood and on the particularity of the israeli

case  the book updates  the state  of  the art  and opens  new debates  on jewish israeli

exceptionalism while shedding light on continuity and change in israeli statehood vis à vis

the supposed uniqueness of jewish history as reinterpreted and codified by zionism as it

examines the interconnections between local intelligentsia and politics the enquiry avails of

the sociological concepts of generation habitus survival unit field according to the long period

tradition  of  research  in  pierre  bourdieu  norbert  elias  max  weber  and  more  this  rich

sociological conceptualization permits to mirror and contextualize israel s national identity

with both intellectual and sociopolitical emphases by situating israeli historians and their

profession on the dynamic crossroads and intersections of academia politics and greater

society the study delineates the deep meaning of israeliness

national security has been at the forefront of the israeli experience for seven decades with

threats ranging from terrorism to vast rocket and missile arsenals and even existential nuclear

dangers yet despite its overwhelming preoccupation with foreign and defense affairs israel

does not have a formal national security strategy in israeli national security chuck freilich

presents  an  authoritative  analysis  of  the  military  diplomatic  demographic  and  societal

challenges israel faces today to propose a comprehensive and long term israeli national

security strategy the heart of the new strategy places greater emphasis on restraint defense

and diplomacy as means of addressing the challenges israel faces along with the military

capacity to deter and if necessary defeat israel s adversaries while also maintaining the

resolve  of  its  society  by bringing israel  s  most  critical  debates  about  the  palestinians

demography iran hezbollah hamas us relations and nuclear strategy into sharp focus the

strategy freilich proposes addresses the primary challenges israel must address in order to

chart its national course the most comprehensive study of israel s national security to date

this book presents the first public proposal for a comprehensive israeli national security

strategy and prescribes an actionable course forward

can israel be both jewish and truly democratic how can a nation state which incorporates a

large national minority with a distinct identity of its own be a state of all its citizens written

by two eminent israeli scholars a professor of constitutional law and a historian alexander

yakobson and amnon rubinstein are the first to treat zionism and israeli experience in light of

other states experiences and in particular of newly established states that have undergone

constitutional  changes  and  wrestled  with  issues  of  minorities  citing  various  european

constitutions and laws the authors explore concept of a jewish state and its various meanings

in the light of international law and the current norms of human rights as applied to other

democratic societies compatible with liberal democratic norms and conclude that international
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reality does not accord with the concept which regards a modern liberal democracy as a

culturally neutral and a nationally colourless entity in light of the new political map in israel

and the prospect of future disengagement from the west bank israel and the family of nations

is essential reading for all those who wish to understand israel s future challenges

this work treats the european political philosophy that has engendered the nation state

concept considered to be the logical evolution of human history as a linear periodization into

the modern state this modern state concept is treated as the end of history in liberal

democratic theory in spite of it  remaining a european phenomenon where it has been

imposed beyond the european political culture it has provoked a plague of civil wars and

occupations such as in palestine in europe itself it has also resulted in such features as the

spanish inquisition the latter day spanish civil war and the fascist dictatorship that followed

as well as the nazi regime and its holocaust in alliance with the various fascist allies seeking

their own nation state various attempts have followed in europe itself to overcome the nation

state itself by means of the european union which sought to unite the nation states with a

federated effort to bring some stability to the economy and life of the region in light of the

disastrous wars of the twentieth century the contradictions of the nation state and federalism

become ever more apparent as the eu now descends into economic chaos this sub title invites

a comparison and a contrast between the jewish political culture and the zionist movement

one may consider political culture as encompassing civil society history religious theology and

law comprising a collective consciousness this historical heritage forms a national identity

which is currently oriented into nationalism by the state the endurance of national identity

apart from the state and with the extinction of the state is projected as the basis of an

independent civil society

this exciting new edition of the successful textbook for students of middle eastern politics

provides a highly relevant and comprehensive introduction to the complexities of a region in

constant  flux  combining  a  thematic  framework  for  examining  patterns  of  politics  with

individual  chapters  dedicated  to  specific  countries  the  book  places  the  very  latest

developments and long standing issues within an historical context this third edition extends

its analysis to post 2015 developments in the region as well as expanding the range of

pedagogical features on offer presenting information in an accessible and inclusive format the

book offers coverage of the historical influence of colonialism and major world powers on the

shaping of the modern middle east a detailed examination of the legacy of islam analysis of

the political and social aspects of middle eastern life including alienation between the state

and society poverty and social inequality and ideological crisis and renewal case studies on

countries in the fertile crescent iraq syria and lebanon and israel palestine the northern belt

turkey and iran and those west and east of the red sea egypt and the members of the gulf

cooperation council a key introductory text for students of middle eastern politics and history

at advanced undergraduate and postgraduate levels this new edition has been extensively

updated to also become a timely and significant  reference for  policy makers  and any

motivated reader

the state of israel is an unlikely powerhouse in a troubled region since 1948 israel has

retained its status as a democratic state without interruption an investor friendly environment

and skilled workforce have led to a thriving economy whilst the israel defense forces are one

of the most powerful armed forces in the world yet israel is also blighted by a plethora of
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foreign domestic and security challenges some of which threaten the very fabric of the state

the cost of living continues to soar political corruption appears endemic and the conflict with

the palestinians divides domestic opinion and sours israeli foreign relations thus contemporary

israel remains perplexing resisting any straightforward categorizations or generalizations this

book provides a comprehensive multi disciplinary analysis of the external and internal threats

opportunities  and issues facing contemporary israel  the book comprises sixteen chapters

written by recognized authorities in the field of israeli studies together the chapters offer a

detailed overview of israel while separately they provide stand alone coverage of specific

topics under discussion part i examines the israeli  political system such as the knesset

political parties and extra parliamentary politics part ii addresses issues in israeli society

including the israeli economy the divides between jews and arabs religious and secular

israelis and the struggle for gender equality and part iii focuses on security geopolitical and

foreign policy challenges looking at relations between israel and the jewish diaspora israeli

foreign policy borders and settlements and regional security threats by filling an important

gap in the study of contemporary israel this book is of interest to multiple audiences most

notably students and scholars of israeli politics the middle east and comparative politics

for more than forty years yitzhak rabin played a critical role in shaping israeli national

security  policy  and military  doctrine  he  began as  a  soldier  in  the  palmach the  elite

underground  unit  of  the  jewish  community  in  palestine  served  in  the  1948  war  of

independence and ultimately became chief of staff of the israel defense force idf defense

minister in several governments ambassador to the united states and twice prime minister as

chief of staff rabin led the idf to its triumph in the 1967 six day war he was assassinated in

1995 as prime minister as he left a peace rally drawing on unpublished materials and

interviews with important sources including rabin himself  efraim inbar s work offers a

systematic study of rabin s strategic thinking and his policies topics include the evolution of

rabin s thinking his contributions to idf military buildup his stress on israel s relationship to

the united states his attitudes toward the use of force and his approach to israel s nuclear

status in the middle east inbar s conclusion evaluates rabin s contribution to israel s national

security and assesses rabin s personal transition from warrior to peace maker because of rabin

s crucial role in israel s defense establishment at important junctures in its history this book

provides an important view into the security challenges israel has faced and how the country

has responded over four decades

since the founding of the zionist movement until today the question of the relationship

between church and state in israel remains unresolved resulting in a continuous legal and

social conflict among israelis the tension that arises from judaism acting not only as a

religion and culture but also as a national entity constitutionally underpinning an entire state

resulting in the jewish and democratic state of israel manifests in major aspects of daily life

for israelis such as marriage and divorce conversion and shabbat this book presents a crucial

piece of scholarship in understanding the history and current dynamics of the relation

between state and religion in israel and in doing so provides a unique perspective on the

future potential solutions to this social rift

comparing the politics of judaism and islam this book demonstrates that common religious

political party characteristics in israel and turkey can be as striking as their differences
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analyses settlements between israel and the west bank the green line exploring the influence

of geopolitics and geoeconomics on the production of space

no detailed description available for israeli and palestinian postcards

in the domain of comparative constitutionalism israeli constitutional law is a fascinating case

study constituted of many dilemmas it  is  moving from the old british tradition of an

unwritten constitution and no judicial review of legislation to fully fledged constitutionalism

endorsing judicial review and based on the text of a series of basic laws at the same time it

is struggling with major questions of identity in the context of israel s constitutional vision of

a jewish and democratic state israeli constitutional law in the making offers a comprehensive

study of israeli constitutional law in a systematic manner that moves from constitution

making to specific areas of contestation including state religion relations national security

social rights as well as structural questions of judicial review it features contributions by

leading scholars of israeli constitutional law with comparative comments by leading scholars

of constitutional law from europe and the united states

defining israel the jewish state democracy and the law is the first book in any language

devoted to the controversial passage of israel s nation state law israel has no constitution and

though it calls itself the jewish state there is no agreement among israelis on how that fact

should be reflected in the government s laws or by its courts since the 1990s a number of

civil society groups and legislators have drafted constitutions and proposed basic laws with

constitutional standing that would clarify what it means for israel to be a jewish and

democratic state are these bills liberal or chauvinist are they a defense of the knesset or an

attack on the independence of the courts is their intention democratic or anti democratic the

fight over the nation state law whether to have one and what should be in it toppled the

19th knesset s governing coalition and even after its passage on july 29 2018 remains a point

of contention among israel s lawmakers and increasingly the israeli public defining israel

brings  together  influential  scholars  journalists  and  politicians  observers  and  participants

opponents and proponents jews and arabs all debating the merits and meaning of israel s

nation state law together with translations of each draft law the final law and other key

documents the essays and sources in defining israel are essential to understand the ongoing

debate over what it means for israel to be a jewish and democratic state

is there an israeli nation how is it related to the historical jewish people how is it related to

the zionist movement under what conditions could non jews become equal members of this

nation these and other questions stand at the center of the moshe berent s a nation like all

nations towards the establishment of an israeli republic the mission of the zionist movement

was to work toward the normalization of jewish existence to become a nation like all nations

israel contrary to that aspiration is not a normal nation state since according to the formal

national ethos it belongs to the jewish people and there is no recognized israeli nation dr

berent asserts that the fusion of nationality and religion together with the absence of a

normal nation state are the source of israel s basic problems and are responsible for israel s

powerlessness to solve problems i e the status of religion in public life the relations between

seculars and religious the status of non jews especially arabs the absence of a constitution the

inability to agree about borders or to decide about peace and war a nation like all nations

towards the establishment of an israeli republic makes the case that a separation between
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nationality  and  religion  the  recognition  in  the  existence  of  an  israeli  nation  and  the

establishment of israel as a republic as the state of the israeli nation is a pre condition for

finding the solution of all of these problems
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