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needs and moral necessity analyses ethics as a practice explains why we have three
moral theory types consequentialism deontology and virtue ethics and argues for a
fourth needs based theory
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by means of careful analysis of relevant writings by hobbes rousseau kant hegel
and marx david james argues that the concept of practical necessity is key to
understanding the nature and extent of human freedom practical necessity means
being or believing oneself to be constrained to perform certain actions in the
absence whether real or imagined of other more attractive options or by the high
costs involved in pursuing other options agents become subject to practical
necessity as a result of economic social and historical forces over which they have
or appear to have no effective control and the extent to which they are subject to it
varies according to the amount of economic and social power that one agent
possesses relative to other agents the concept of practical necessity is also shown
to take into account how the beliefs and attitudes of social agents are in large part
determined by social and historical processes in which they are caught up and that
the type of motivation that we attribute to agents must recognize this practical
necessity freedom and history from hobbes to marx shows how rousseau kant hegel
and marx in contrast to hobbes explain the emergence of the conditions of a free
society in terms of a historical process that is initially governed by practical
necessity the role that this form of necessity plays in explaining history necessity
invites the following question to what extent are historical agents genuinely subject
to both practical and historical necessity

this volume explores the development of post kantian practical philosophy through
the themes of freedom right and revolution

albert schweitzer philosopher physician nobel peace laureate theologian and
musician developed a character oriented ethics focused on self realization nature
centered spirituality and moral idealism which anticipated the current renaissance of
virtue ethics schweitzer s idea of reverence for life underscores the contribution of
moral ideals to self realization connects ethics to spirituality without religious dogma
and outlines a pioneering environmental ethics that bridges the gap between
valuing life in its unity and valuing individual organisms in this book mike w martin
interprets schweitzer s reverence for life as an umbrella virtue drawing together all
the more specific virtues in particular authenticity love compassion gratitude justice
and peace loving each of which martin discusses in an individual chapter martin s
treatment of his subject is sympathetic yet critical and for the first time clearly
places schweitzer s environmental ethics within the wider framework of his ethical
theory

this is a critical history of analytic philosophy from its inception in the late 19th
century to the present day the book focuses on the connections between the four
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leading movements in the field logical realism logical positivism ordinary language
analysis and linguistic essentialism

as threats of infectious disease grow and the nation confronts chronic health
problems such as diabetes and obesity health professionals citizens and community
stakeholders must address increasingly complex ethical conflicts about public health
policies and practices essentials of public health ethics introduces students to the
field of public health ethics by focusing on cases topics span the discipline of public
health and integrate materials concepts and frameworks from numerous fields in
public health such as health promotion environmental health and health policy by
delving into both historical and contemporary cases including international cases
the authors investigate the evolution and impact of various understandings of the
concept of the public over time i e the public not only as a numerical population that
can be defined and measured but also as a political group with legally defined
obligations and relationships as well as diverse cultural and moral understandings
while the text examines a range of philosophical theories and contemporary
perspectives it is written in a way that presupposes no previous exposure to the
philosophical concepts but at the same time provides challenging cases for students
who do have more advanced knowledge thus the book should be useful in schools
and programs in public health as well as for undergraduate public health courses in
liberal arts institutions and for health sciences students at the advanced
undergraduate and graduate levels

this work defends an interrelated set of theses in value theory normative ethics and
meta ethics the three parts correspond to these three areas part one value defends
a biocentric theory of moral standing and then the coherence and objectivity of
belief in intrinsic value despite recent objections intrinsic value is located in the
flourishing of living creatures specifically a neo aristotelian species relative account
is supplied of wellbeing or flourishing in terms of the development of the essential
capacities of one s species there follows a theory of priorities or of relative intrinsic
value in which the satisfaction of basic needs takes priority over other needs and
over wants and the interests of complex and sophisticated creatures over those of
others where they are at stake part two defends a practice consequentialist theory
of the criteria of rightness and of obligation which leaves room for supererogation
underpins our intuitions about justice commends population growth only where it is
genuinely desirable and responds better than act consequentialism to objections like
that concerned with the separateness of persons part three sifts meta ethical
theories rejects moral relativism and defends a cognitivist and naturalist meta ethic

3 The Necessity Of Ethical Absolutes



The Necessity Of Ethical Absolutes

in defending analytical naturalism it takes into account the latest literature on
supervenience by responding to recent discussions this study supersedes my theory
of value and obligation 1987 it is equipped with detailed end notes and an ample
bibliography which could prove a research tool of itself

does atheism have a monopoly on reason and science many think so or simply
assume so atheism challenges the many hidden assumptions that have led to the
popular belief that atheism is the default position for explaining reality delving into
the most basic and fundamental questions of existence this thought provoking book
explains that atheism does not and cannot provide a secure foundation for thought
and life specifically it demonstrates that atheistic theories cannot explain the
existence of an ordered universe the conundrums of consciousness and knowledge
or why there is morality or beauty rather than being the result of reason atheism is
shown to be in effect a revolt against reason if you enjoy pondering the most basic
issues that confront us in our world today then atheism is the book for you

varieties of ethical reflection brings together new cultural and religious perspectives
drawn from non western primarily asian philosophical sources to globalize the
contemporary discussion of theoretical and applied ethics the work pushes ethics
beyond a western philosophical tradition tending toward universalism to infuse and
broaden modern ethical theory with relativistic asian ethical principles the
contributors introduce multicultural concepts and ideas from the chinese taoist
confucian and neo confucian indian and east asian buddhist and hindu traditions
focusing on such areas of moral controversy as the clash between women s rights
and culture universal human rights abortion and euthanasia in a non western setting
and the standardization of medical practice across cultures

the third edition of ethics international affairs provides a fresh selection of
classroom resources ideal for courses in international relations ethics foreign policy
and related fields published with the carnegie council for ethics in international
affairs this collection contains some of the best contemporary scholarship on
international ethics written by a group of distinguished political scientists political
theorists philosophers applied ethicists and economic development specialists each
contributor explores how moral theory can inform policy choices regarding topics
such as war and intervention international organizations human rights and global
economic justice this book provides an entry point into these key debates and offers
a platform for further discussion published in cooperation with the carnegie council
for ethics in international affairs
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it is well known that hegel conceives of history as the gradual process of rational
thought and of forms of political life but he is usually thought to place himself at the
end of this process this book argues that an essential part of hegel s historical
political thinking has escaped the notice of its interpreters

this textbook provides a comprehensive introduction to modern strategy covering
the context theory and practice of military strategy in all its different forms covering
all the main issues in the field the book explores the major themes through a
combination of classical and modern strategic theory history and current practice it
is split into three main sections the first provides the context for contemporary
strategy and includes discussions of the human technological intelligence ethical
and grand strategic dimensions the second part explores the theory and practice of
strategy in different geographical domains including land sea air space and
cyberspace the final part engages with three of the most challenging forms of
strategy in the contemporary era nuclear weapons terrorism and insurgency this
second edition brings the book up to date by including discussions of the rise and
fall of the islamic state of iraq and syria isis the emergence of robotics and artificial
intelligence major events in space and cyberspace and the growing profile of
nuclear weapons each chapter presents the reader with a succinct summary of the
topic provides a challenging analysis of current issues and finishes with key points
questions for discussion and further reading this book will be essential reading for
upper level students of strategic studies war studies military history and
international security

jean piaget was one of the most salient and inspirational figures in psychological
and educational research of the 20th century he was also prolific authoring or
editing over 80 books and numerous journals and papers which spawned a
continuation of his work over the following decades his work now compromises a
major component of many courses on children s psychological development and in
a research tradition which is expanding scholars may need access to the original
texts rather than secondhand accounts this volume is the sixth of nine reproducing
piaget s original works they are also available as a boxed set

this is the first book on the provocative and innovative contributions to philosophy of
language metaphysics the philosophy of mathematics and logic made by kit fine
one of the world s foremost philosophers topics covered include meaning and
representation arbitrary objects essence ontological realism and the metaphysics of
modality

5 The Necessity Of Ethical Absolutes



The Necessity Of Ethical Absolutes

what is man s ultimate purpose it s a question that has haunted humankind since
time immortal yet finding a satisfactory answer has proven difficult but the key to
understanding it rests in knowledge revealed by the creator in reign in your domain
rev seaton d wilson delves into the realms of profound and inspiring revelatory
knowledge seeking to inspire christians to fulfill the creative purpose of god with
warmth and love rev wilson shows how making the right choices will dramatically
impact our lives but he stresses the important ethical difference between the right
good and the wrong good as well as the importance of never leaving god out of the
equation wilson explains how original sin separated us from god and his plan for our
lives he explores how the sacrifice of jesus on the cross restored us through grace
and how we must all go through god s training and appraisal in order to be qualified
to reign in their domain learning to be obedient and compliant guides us to the goal
of ultimate conformity to christ this then is how man can achieve spiritual excellence
intellectual yet easy to understand reign in your domain shows you how to
accomplish god s ultimate purpose for your life
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