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pauliina remes and juha sihvola in the course of history philosophers have given an impressive
variety of answers to the question what is self some of them have even argued that there is no
such thing at all this volume explores the various ways in which selfhood was approached and
conceptualised in antiquity how did the ancients understand what it is that i am fundamentally as
an acting and affected subject interpreting the world around me being distinct from others like
and unlike me the authors hi light the attempts in ancient philosophical sources to grasp the
evasive character of the specifically human presence in the world they also describe how the
ancient philosophers understood human agents as capable of causing changes and being affected
in and by the world attention will be paid to the various ways in which the ancients conceived of
human beings as subjects of reasoning and action as well as responsible individuals in the moral
sphere and in their relations to other people the themes of persistence identity self examination
and self improvement recur in many of these essays the articles of the collection combine
systematic and historical approaches to ancient sources that range from socrates to plotinus and
augustine
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a comprehensive yet accessible survey of ancient philosophy covering greek roman and early
judeo christian philosophy ideal for introductory courses in the ancient roots of modern worldviews
part of the popular fundamentals of philosophy series ancient philosophy is an ideal resource for
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beginning students as well as for advanced students wishing to hone their understanding of the
philosophies of the ancient world clear and engaging this book covers a representative selection
of major ancient thinkers movements and schools of thought including the sophists and other
significant presocratics socrates plato aristotle hellenistic philosophy the stoics the skeptics and
early judeo christian philosophy up to augustine written by a prominent scholar and author in
ancient philosophy studies this book provides an overview of important issues in the study of the
philosophies of the ancient world explores the relevance of the theories of ancient thinkers to the
modern world charts the progression in the ancient world from worldviews based in mythology to
systems of thought based on the analysis of evidence presents up to date scholarship as well as
historical material from ancient sources assumes no prior knowledge of philosophy and examines
all arguments carefully and sequentially

the tradition of ancient philosophy is a long rich and varied one in which a constant note is that of
discussion and argument this book introduces readers to some ancient debates to engage with
the ancient developments of some themes getting away from the presentation of ancient
philosophy as a succession of great thinkers the book gives readers a sense of the freshness and
liveliness of ancient philosophy and of its wide variety of themes and styles about the series the
very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable

method in ancient philosophy brings together fifteen new specially written essays by leading
scholars on a broad subject of central importance it is characteristic of human beings that they
direct their activities by reasoning methods of reasoning even toward the same ends vary self
conscious reflection on the methods of reasoning marks the beginning of philosophy in the west
examination of how the ancient greeks reasoned and how they thought about methods of
reasoning helps us to see how they came to hold the views they did and how we have come to
think as we do for the views of the ancients have had a considerable influence upon our own
assumptions about the demarcations between different kinds of enquiry and the sorts of methods
that are appropriate for them the aims of the volume are thus both exegetical and philosophical
most of the essays focus on socrates plato or aristotle but earlier and later ancient philosophy is
brought into the picture by essays on eleatic and epicurean thought

soon after its publication readings in ancient greek philosophy was hailed as the favorite to
become the standard text for survey courses in ancient philosophy more than twenty years later
that prediction has been borne out readings in ancient greek philosophy still stands as the leading
anthology of its kind it is now stronger than ever the fifth edition of readings in ancient greek
philosophy features a completely revised aristotle unit with new translations as well as a newly
revised glossary the plato unit offers new translations of the meno and republic in the latter
indirect dialogue is cast into direct dialogue for greater readability the presocratics unit has been
re edited and streamlined and the pages of every unit have been completely reset apa newsletter
for teaching philosophy

this text contains seventeen papers written by the author over the course of the last twelve years
on the topic of philosophy

part of the blackwell readings in philosophy series this survey of ancient philosophy explores the
scope of ancient philosophy focusing on the key philosophers and their texts examining how the
foundations of philosophy as we know it were laid focuses on the key philosophers and their texts
from pre socratic thinkers through to the neo platonists brings together the key primary writings of
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thales xenophanes parmenides anaxagoras gorgias plato aristotle epicurus lucretius seneca
sextus empiricus plotinus and many others is broken down into eight chronological sections for
easy comprehension and comparison the readings are accompanied by expert commentary from
the editors

this is a major reinterpretation of ancient philosophy that recovers the long greek and roman
tradition of philosophy as a complete way of life and not simply an intellectual discipline
distinguished philosopher john cooper traces how for many ancient thinkers philosophy was not
just to be studied or even used to solve particular practical problems rather philosophy not just
ethics but even logic and physical theory was literally to be lived yet there was great disagreement
about how to live philosophically philosophy was not one but many mutually opposed ways of life
examining this tradition from its establishment by socrates in the fifth century bce through
plotinus in the third century ce and the eclipse of pagan philosophy by christianity pursuits of
wisdom examines six central philosophies of living socratic aristotelian stoic epicurean skeptic
and the platonist life of late antiquity the book describes the shared assumptions that allowed
these thinkers to conceive of their philosophies as ways of life as well as the distinctive ideas that
led them to widely different conclusions about the best human life clearing up many common
misperceptions and simplifications cooper explains in detail the socratic devotion to philosophical
discussion about human nature human life and human good the aristotelian focus on the true
place of humans within the total system of the natural world the stoic commitment to dutifully
accepting zeus s plans the epicurean pursuit of pleasure through tranquil activities that exercise
perception thought and feeling the skeptical eschewal of all critical reasoning in forming their
beliefs and finally the late platonist emphasis on spiritual concerns and the eternal realm of being
pursuits of wisdom is essential reading for anyone interested in understanding what the great
philosophers of antiquity thought was the true purpose of philosophy and of life

this is a new release of the original 1907 edition

a magisterial mappa mundi of the terrain that pierre hadot has so productively worked for decades
this ambitious work revises our view of ancient philosophy and in doing so proposes that we
change the way we see philosophy itself hadot takes ancient philosophy out of its customary realm
of names dates and arid abstractions and plants it squarely in the thick of life through a
meticulous historical reading he shows how the various schools trends and ideas of ancient greek
and roman philosophy all tended toward one goal to provide a means for achieving happiness in
this life by transforming the individual s mode of perceiving and being in the world most pressing
for hadot is the question of how the ancients conceived of philosophy he argues in great detail
systematically covering the ideas of the earliest greek thinkers hellenistic philosophy and late
antiquity that ancient philosophers were concerned not just to develop philosophical theories but
to practice philosophy as a way of life a way of life to be suggested illuminated and justified by
their philosophical discourse for the ancients philosophical theory and the philosophical way of life
were inseparably linked what is ancient philosophy also explains why this connection broke down
most conspicuously in the case of academic professional philosophers especially under the
influence of christianity finally hadot turns to the question of whether and how this connection
might be reestablished even as it brings ancient thoughts and thinkers to life this invigorating
work provides direction for those who wish to improve their lives by means of genuine
philosophical thought

the problem of body and soul has a long history that can be traced back to the beginnings of
greek culture the existential question of what happened to the soul at the moment of death
whether and in what form there is life after death and of the exact relationship between body and
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soul was answered in different ways in greek philosophy from the early days to late antiquity the
contributions in this volume not only do justice to the breadth of the topic they also cover the
entire period from the pre socratics to late antiquity particular attention is paid to plato aristotle
and hellenistic philosophers that is the stoics and the epicureans

method and metaphysics presents twenty six essays in ancient philosophy by jonathan barnes one
of the most admired and influential scholars of his generation the essays span four decades of his
career and are drawn from a wide variety of sources many of them will be relatively unknown even
to specialists in ancient philosophy several essays are now translated from the original french and
made available in english for the first time others have been substantially revised for republication
here the volume opens with eight essays about the interpretation of ancient philosophical texts
and about the relationship between philosophy and its history the next five essays examine the
methods of ancient philosophers the third section comprises thirteen essays about metaphysical
topics from the presocratics to the late platonists this collection will be a rich feast for students
and scholars of ancient philosophy

this fascinating book contains information on over 2 300 ancient western philosophers from
abammon to zoticus covering the period from the seventh century bc to the seventh century ad it
brings together the extremely well known and the thoroughly obscure those already familiar with
ancient philosophy will find it an invaluable and handy work of reference with a breadth of
coverage that far exceeds any other single volume work on the subject those new to the subject
will find it a useful introduction the ideas of the major thinkers are summarised and an historical
overview of ancient philosophy allows them to be placed in their proper context the book also
provides useful background reading for anyone interested in the ancient world who wants to find
out more about its intellectual life a minimum of philosophical jargon ensures its accessibility to a
wide audience as in ancient histories of philosophy there is also a modest amount of gossip

scientific interest in ancient especially in greek philosophy is not confined to the value that it
possesses as a peculiar subject for historical research and for the study of the growth of
civilization but it is also equally concerned in the permanent significance that the content of
ancient thought possesses by reason of its place in the development of the intellectual life of
europe the emphasis falls primarily upon the lifting of mere knowing to the plane of systematic
knowledge or science not content with his storing of practical facts and with his fantastic
speculations born of his religious needs the greek sought knowledge for its own sake knowledge
like art was developed as an independent function from its involvement in the other activities of
civilization so first and foremost the history of ancient philosophy is an insight into the origin of
european science in general from introduction p 1

excerpt from source book in ancient philosophy every one who has attempted to introduce
students to the study of philosophy by way of its history must have felt the need of having in
compact form the most significant documents upon which the interpretations of that history are
based in order that it may be possible from the first to bring the student into direct contact with
the sources so far at least as that may be done through the medium of translations the primary
aim of this book is to supply this need it is intended to serve either as a companion volume to any
history of philosophy that may be adopted as a text book or as a substitute for such a history
where the instructor may prefer through his own lectures to give his own interpretation of this
philosophical movement it is hoped that the book may also as a reference work prove of value to
students of philosophy generally as well as to all who are interested in the development of ancient
thought no attempt has been made to make an exhaustive source book i have simply brought
together the more significant passages from the earlier philosophers beginning with thales and
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reaching as far as plotinus the book includes most of the fragments of the earliest philosophers
together with the passages from the secondary sources which are most important in throwing light
upon these fragments about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an
important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct
the work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in
rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in
our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

on ancient philosophy offers a fresh look at the ancient greek philosophers helping the reader find
the connections between their philosophies and our own intended for both classroom use and a
general audience this book provides an overview of ancient greek history and culture extensive
chapters on the pre socratics plato and aristotle and individual chapters on the sophists socrates
and philosophy after aristotle greek philosophy is dynamic provocative and erotic full of the
restlessness of inquiry from the epigrams of heraclitus and the paradoxes of zeno to the dialogues
of plato and aristotle s search for an adequate starting point this book captures the movement of
each thinker s response to his problems the exchange between various thinkers and the relation
of their thinking and our own the basic works and ideas of each philosopher are fully explained as
well as various suggestions for interpretation the wadsworth philosophical topics series under the
general editorship of robert talisse vanderbilt university presents readers with concise timely and
insightful introductions to a variety of traditional and contemporary philosophical subjects with
this series students of philosophy will be able to discover the richness of philosophical inquiry
across a wide array of concepts including hallmark philosophical themes and themes typically
underrepresented in mainstream philosophy publishing written by a distinguished list of scholars
who have garnered particular recognition for their excellence in teaching this series presents the
vast sweep of today s philosophical exploration in highly accessible and affordable volumes these
books will prove valuable to philosophy teachers and their students as well as to other readers
who share a general interest in philosophy important notice media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version

re examines the concept of immortality in ancient philosophy from the presocratics to augustine

this volume offers an updated analysis of the use meaning and scope of the classical notion of
aitia it clarifies philosophical and philological questions about aitia and offers bold and innovative
interpretations of this key concept of ancient philosophy the numerous meanings and nuances of
aitia remain difficult to grasp ancient philosophers use aitia to explain the existence and activity of
substances bodies souls or gods paradoxically its own definition remains difficult to establish this
book reconstructs some of the most important uses variants and scopes of the term aitia within
different philosophical perspectives in antiquity including early greek philosophy plato aristotle
stoicism and islamic philosophy the chapters analyze metaphysical aspects epistemological issues
and logical implications of aitia they engage with the most relevant critical literature generated in
several modern languages in doing so they offer an inclusive and overarching re evaluation of our
assumptions about causation and explanation in ancient philosophy cause and explanation in
ancient philosophy will be of interest to scholars and advanced students working on pre socratic
philosophy plato aristotle hellenistic philosophy late antiquity and medieval philosophy the open
access version of this book available at taylorfrancis com has been made available under a
creative commons attribution noncommercial noderivatives cc by nc nd 4 © international license
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