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Common Odia Proverbs And Their Respective English Meaning Common Odia
proverbs and their respective English meaning Odia, also known as Odia or
Oriya, is a classical language spoken predominantly in the Indian state of
Odisha. Like many rich languages, Odia boasts a treasure trove of proverbs
that  encapsulate  the  wisdom,  culture,  and  values  of  its  people.  These
proverbs serve as guiding principles in daily life, conveying complex ideas
through simple, memorable phrases. Understanding these proverbs and their
English  equivalents  not  only  helps  in  appreciating  Odia  culture  but  also
provides insights into universal human experiences. In this article, we explore
some of  the  most  common  Odia  proverbs  along  with  their  meanings  in
English,  shedding  light  on  the  cultural  nuances  embedded  within.
Understanding Odia Proverbs Odia proverbs, or "Odia Kahani," often employ
metaphors, idiomatic expressions, and symbolic language. They are passed
down through generations, preserving wisdom related to life, morality, work
ethic,  relationships,  and nature.  Many Odia  proverbs emphasize patience,
humility, hard work, and respect, reflecting the values of Odia society. These
proverbs are not only used for communication but also serve as moral lessons
and cultural identity markers. Recognizing their English counterparts helps in
fostering  cross-cultural  understanding  and  highlights  the  universality  of
human  experiences.  Common  Odia  Proverbs  and  Their  English  Meanings
Below is a curated list of popular Odia proverbs along with their translations
and  explanations.  1.  ଅଳ୍ପ  େ◌ହବ,  ଅଧିକ  େ◌ହବ  ନାହିଁ  (Alpa  heba,  adhika  heba
nahi) English Meaning: Small is not always less; sometimes, it can be more.
Explanation:  This  proverb  emphasizes  that  small  things  or  efforts  can
sometimes  lead  to  significant  results.  It  encourages  humility  and  the
recognition that even modest contributions can have a substantial impact. ---
2. ଚଁ◌ାଦ େ◌ଦଖି ଦିନ ହୁଏ (Chanda dekhi dina hue) English Meaning: One can
see the day by observing the moon. Explanation: This means that patience
and careful observation help in understanding future outcomes. It suggests
that wisdom and foresight come from paying attention to subtle signs. --- 2 3.
ଶିଅ  ଜେଳର  େ◌ଦଖିବାରୁ  େ◌ହବ  ନାହିଁ  (Shia  jalar  dekhivaru  heba  nahi)  English
Meaning: You cannot judge a crocodile by its water. Explanation: Similar to the
English proverb "Don't judge a book by its cover," it advises against forming
opinions  based  solely  on  superficial  appearances.  ---  4.  ଦୁଷ୍ଟ  ମଁ◌ୁହ  େ◌ଦଖି
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େ◌ହବ  ନାହିଁ  (Dushta  munha  dekhi  heba  nahi)  English  Meaning:  One  cannot
judge  a  person  by  their  face.  Explanation:  Outer  appearances  can  be
deceptive; true character lies beyond surface looks. --- 5. ପଥର ମଧ୍ୟ ହଳି େ◌ହବ
(Pathara madhya hali heba) English Meaning: Even a stone can be turned into
a  mill.  Explanation:  This  highlights  that  with  patience  and  effort,  even  the
most  stubborn  or  unlikely  things  can  be  transformed.  ---  6.  ଶିଖା  େତଳ  ଅଗ୍ନି
ଲୁଚିଥାଏ  (Shikha  tale  agni  luchithae)  English  Meaning:  There  is  fire  beneath
the flame. Explanation: This implies that beneath a calm exterior,  there may
be hidden passions or dangers. --- 7. େକଲଜ େ◌ହବା େପର ଅନ୍ୟ େ◌ହବ (Kaleja heba
pare  anya  heba)  English  Meaning:  After  a  storm,  calmness  returns.
Explanation: Difficult times are temporary; after hardships, peace and stability
come back.  ---  8.  ଅଳ୍ପ ଶିଖା ଥାଏ,  ଅଧିକ ଶିଖା ନାହିଁ (Alpa shikha thae,  adhika
shikha nahi) English Meaning: A little knowledge is dangerous. Explanation:
Overconfidence  in  limited  knowledge  can  lead  to  mistakes;  humility  in
learning is essential. --- 9. କାଳ ଆସିଛି କାଳ େ◌େଯବ େ◌ଶଷ (Kala asichi kala kebe
shesha) English Meaning: Time will come; when it arrives, everything ends.
Explanation: Patience is vital as everything has its own time, and nothing lasts
forever. --- 10. ଅର୍ଥ େତାଳ ଆମୁଳା (Artha tale amula) English Meaning: Wealth is
like a thorn; it can hurt you if not handled carefully. Explanation: Material
wealth can be dangerous if greed takes over; it must be managed wisely. ---
Wisdom Embedded in Odia Proverbs Odia proverbs are rich sources of cultural
wisdom,  often  encapsulating  moral  lessons  that  3  transcend generations.
Some key themes include: Patience: Many proverbs emphasize waiting for the
right time or enduring hardships. Humility: Recognizing one's limitations and
not  judging  others  superficially.  Hard  work:  Success  is  often  linked  to
perseverance  and effort.  Respect  for  nature:  Many sayings  reflect  reverence
for natural elements and their influence on life. Community and relationships:
Emphasis on harmony and understanding among people. --- Comparing Odia
Proverbs  with  Other  Cultures  Many  Odia  proverbs  share  similarities  with
sayings  from  other  cultures,  illustrating  universal  human  wisdom.  For
instance: - Odia: "Don’t judge a book by its cover." Similar to: "Don’t judge a
book by its cover" (English) or "A leopard cannot change its spots" (English). -
Odia:  "Patience is  the key to  success."  Similar  to:  "Patience is  a  virtue."
(English) - Odia: "Wisdom is found in humility." Similar to: "Pride goes before a
fall." (English) These parallels highlight the shared values across cultures and
emphasize that wisdom, patience, humility, and perseverance are universal
virtues. Importance of Learning Odia Proverbs Learning Odia proverbs and
their  meanings  offers  multiple  benefits:  -  Cultural  Appreciation:  It  enhances
understanding  of  Odia  traditions  and  societal  values.  -  Language  Skills:
Improves vocabulary and comprehension of  idiomatic expressions.  -  Moral
Development:  Provides  lessons on ethics,  morality,  and social  behavior.  -
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Cross-Cultural  Communication:  Facilitates  better  interaction  with  Odia-
speaking  communities.  Incorporating  proverbs  into  daily  conversation  can
make  interactions  more  meaningful  and  culturally  rich.  Conclusion  Odia
proverbs are a window into the soul  of  Odisha,  reflecting its  history,  culture,
and collective wisdom. From lessons on patience and humility to insights
about nature and human relationships, these sayings continue to guide and
inspire  generations.  Recognizing  their  English  equivalents  bridges  cultural
gaps  and  underscores  the  universality  of  human  values.  Embracing  and
understanding Odia proverbs not only enriches one's linguistic repertoire but
also deepens appreciation for the timeless wisdom embedded in Odia culture.
Whether  you are  a  language enthusiast,  a  cultural  explorer,  or  someone
seeking  moral  lessons,  exploring  Odia  proverbs  offers  valuable  insights  into
life's 4 enduring truths. So, next time you hear an Odia saying, remember its
deeper meaning and the cultural richness it carries. QuestionAnswer What
does  the  Odia  proverb  'ମଁ◌ୁହ  ଖାଇ  ପାଉ  ନାହିଁ,  ହଁ◌ୁ  ଖାଇ  ପାରିବି'  mean  in
English? It means 'I cannot eat with my mouth closed, but I can eat with my
mouth open,' emphasizing that sometimes honesty or openness is better than
concealment.  What  is  the  English  equivalent  of  the  Odia  proverb  'ବିଳାସିକି
େ◌ଦଖିବା,  ହାସିବା  ଓ  ସ୍ନାନ  କରିବା'?  The  proverb  translates  to  'Seeing  the
snake, laughing, and taking a bath,' implying that sometimes people react
lightly  or  carelessly  to  dangerous  or  serious  situations.  How is  the  Odia
proverb 'ଖାନ୍ଡା ଗନ୍ଧା, ଜଳା େ◌େହବ' interpreted in English? It means 'If you dig
a pit for others, you will fall into it yourself,' similar to the saying 'What you
sow, so shall you reap,' warning about the consequences of harmful actions.
What  does  the  Odia  proverb  'ପିଲା  ଆଖି  େ◌ଦଖି  ଜନ୍ମ  ହୁଏ'  imply  in  English?  It
translates  to  'A  child  is  born  by  looking  into  the  eyes,'  highlighting  the
importance of love and connection in the birth of a new life. What is the
meaning  of  the  Odia  proverb  'ଅମରୁ  ଚାହିଦା  କରିବା  ଜନ୍ମ  େନୁହଁ'  in  English?  It
means 'Desiring immortality is not a birthright,' emphasizing that longing for
eternal  life  is  beyond  human  capability.  Odia  proverbs  serve  as  a  vital
repository of the cultural wisdom, moral values, and philosophical insights
cherished by the Odia-speaking communities of Odisha, India. These succinct,
metaphorical  expressions  encapsulate  collective  experiences  and  societal
norms, passing them down through generations. Rooted deeply in agriculture,
social  interactions,  spirituality,  and  everyday  life,  Odia  proverbs  offer  a
window  into  the  traditional  worldview,  ethical  principles,  and  practical
knowledge of  the  region.  Their  enduring relevance lies  in  their  ability  to
convey complex ideas in simple, memorable phrases that resonate across age
groups and social strata. This article explores some of the most common Odia
proverbs,  providing  their  English  equivalents,  contextual  meanings,  and
analytical  insights  into  their  significance  within  Odia  society.  By  examining
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these sayings, we gain not only linguistic understanding but also a deeper
appreciation for the cultural fabric they weave. --- Understanding the Role of
Proverbs in Odia Culture Proverbs in Odia culture are more than mere words;
they are tools for social cohesion, moral education, and cultural identity. They
function as oral traditions that encapsulate collective wisdom, often reflecting
the agrarian roots of Odisha, its social hierarchy, and spiritual beliefs. These
sayings are employed in daily conversations, storytelling, and even in formal
discourse  to  emphasize  points,  teach  morals,  or  offer  warnings.  The  oral
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of  proverbs ensures their  survival,  making them an integral  part  of  Odia
heritage. They serve to reinforce societal norms—such as respect for elders,
honesty,  hard  work,  patience,  and  humility—while  also  offering  commentary
on human nature and social phenomena. Analyzing their meanings reveals
underlying values and priorities that continue to influence contemporary Odia
society. --- Common Odia Proverbs and Their English Meanings Below is a
detailed list of some widely recognized Odia proverbs, accompanied by their
English  equivalents  and  explanations.  1.  "ମାଟି  ଜମିନି  େ◌କଉଁଠି  ନାହିଁ"  (Maṭi
jamini  keunthi  nāhi)  English  Meaning:  "There  is  no  place  without  soil."
Explanation: This proverb emphasizes that everything is rooted in the earth or
nature. It underscores the importance of humility and reminds individuals that
no matter how high they rise, they are ultimately connected to their origins. It
also  reflects  the  agrarian  lifestyle  of  Odisha,  where  land  and  soil  symbolize
sustenance and stability. Analytical Insight: The saying encourages humility
and respect for one's roots, highlighting that all achievements are built on
fundamental natural elements. It also warns against arrogance and promotes
a grounded perspective on success. --- 2. "େ◌ଜ େ◌ହବାକୁ େଚାହ, େ◌ସ େ◌େହବ" (Je
hebāku chāhe, se hebe) English Meaning: "Whoever desires to become, will
become." Explanation: This proverb emphasizes the power of aspiration and
determination.  It  suggests  that  with  desire  and  effort,  one  can  achieve  their
goals, reinforcing a positive outlook towards perseverance. Analytical Insight:
Rooted in motivational philosophy, it encourages individuals to believe in their
capacity  to  transform  aspirations  into  reality.  It  reflects  the  cultural  value
placed  on  hard  work  and  self-belief  prevalent  in  Odia  society.  ---  3.  "ଆଉ  ଝଡ
େ◌ଦଖିବାକୁ  େଜଣ  ଶିକ୍ଷକ  ଆବଶ୍ୟକ"  (Au  jhada  dekhību  jāṇe  shikshak  āvashyak)
English Meaning: "To see a storm, one needs a teacher." Explanation: This
metaphorical proverb indicates that to understand or face difficult situations,
guidance or knowledge from experienced sources is necessary. It highlights
the significance of  mentorship and learning.  Analytical  Insight:  It  reflects  the
societal respect for elders and teachers, acknowledging their role in preparing
individuals  for  life's  challenges.  The  proverb  underscores  the  value  of
education  and  experiential  wisdom  in  navigating  life's  uncertainties.  ---
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ପାଇଁ େଅନକ ପ୍ରୟାସ କର, ଶିକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ ଅଧିକ ପ୍ରୟାସ କର" (Khaiba pai anek prayas
kara, shiksha pai adhik prayas kara) English Meaning: "Make many efforts to
eat, and even more to gain education." Explanation: This proverb highlights
the importance of valuing education over mere sustenance. While earning a
livelihood is essential, acquiring knowledge is considered even more vital for
personal growth and societal progress. Analytical Insight: It promotes the idea
that education elevates individuals beyond material needs and equips them
with the tools to improve their  lives and communities.  It  reflects the cultural
emphasis  on  learning  as  a  lifelong  pursuit.  ---  5.  "ଖରାପ  େ◌ଦଖି  ଅନ୍ୟର  େ◌ଦଖ"
(Kharap dekhi anyara dekha) English Meaning: "See your own faults before
criticizing others." Explanation: This proverb advocates self-awareness and
humility.  It  warns  against  quick  judgments  and  encourages  introspection
before  pointing  out  others'  flaws.  Analytical  Insight:  It  underscores  the
importance of self-improvement and fairness in social interactions. In Odia
society, humility and self-awareness are highly valued virtues, and this saying
promotes a balanced perspective. --- 6. "ଜଳ ବିନା ହାସୁନୀ ଶିଳା ହୁଏନି" (Jal bina
hasuni shila hue ni) English Meaning: "Without water, a stone cannot become
smooth." Explanation: This metaphor signifies that patience and perseverance
(represented  by  water)  are  necessary  to  achieve  refinement  or  success.
Analytical  Insight:  The  proverb  reflects  the  cultural  understanding  that
challenges  and  perseverance  are  essential  components  of  growth,
emphasizing  patience  as  a  virtue  in  Odia  tradition.  ---  7.  "ଦୂର  ଥାକୁଥିବା
େ◌ଦଖୁଛି, ନିକଟ ଆସିବା େଚାହ" (Dura thākuṭhibā dekhu chi,  nikata āsibā chāhe)
English Meaning:  "Though distant,  I  see the end;  I  wish to reach closer."
Explanation:  This  proverb  speaks  to  hope  and  aspiration.  It  encourages
patience  and  persistent  effort  towards  distant  goals.  Analytical  Insight:  It
captures  the  optimistic  outlook  prevalent  in  Odisha,  advocating  for
perseverance  despite  obstacles,  and  reflects  the  cultural  value  of  hope  and
long-term  vision.  ---  The  Cultural  Significance  of  Odia  Proverbs  Proverbs  are
not merely linguistic artifacts but are woven into the fabric of daily life, rituals,
and social ethics. In Odisha, they serve as pedagogical tools in familial and
community settings, guiding behavior and reinforcing societal values. Their
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nature  makes  them  adaptable,  applicable  to  various  contexts,  and
memorable.  The  significance  extends  into  spiritual  and  philosophical  realms.
Many proverbs echo the teachings of Odia saints, poets, and spiritual leaders,
emphasizing virtues like patience, humility, and righteousness. For instance,
sayings  rooted  in  Buddhist  and  Hindu  teachings  often  emphasize  karma,
dharma, and the transient nature of life. Moreover, Odia proverbs facilitate
cultural continuity, especially in rural areas where oral traditions predominate.



Common Odia Proverbs And Their Respective English Meaning

6 Common Odia Proverbs And Their Respective English Meaning

They  act  as  cultural  markers,  distinguishing  Odia  identity  and  fostering
community bonds. --- Analytical Perspectives on Odia Proverbs Preservation of
Cultural Identity: Proverbs serve as linguistic repositories that preserve the
unique  worldview  of  Odia  society.  They  reflect  the  community’s  historical
experiences, environmental conditions, and philosophical outlooks. Moral and
Ethical Guidance: Most proverbs carry moral lessons, emphasizing virtues like
honesty  ("ସତ୍ୟ  େ◌ହଉଛି  ଶ୍େ◌ରଷ୍ଠ  ତଥ୍ୟ"  -  Truth  is  the  greatest  virtue)  or
humility  ("ଅତି  ଗର୍ବ  ହିଁ  ପରିଣାମ"  -  Excessive  pride  leads  to  downfall).  They
function as ethical compasses in social interactions. Psychological and Social
Functions:  Proverbs  often  address  human emotions  and  social  dilemmas,
offering  comfort,  warnings,  or  motivation.  They  reinforce  social  norms  and
discourage  undesirable  behaviors.  Influence  on  Language  and  Literature:
Many Odia literary works incorporate proverbs, enriching poetic and narrative
expressions. They enhance the aesthetic and cultural depth of Odia literature.
---  Conclusion:  The  Enduring  Relevance  of  Odia  Proverbs  Odia  proverbs
embody the collective wisdom of generations, bridging the past and present.
Their  simplicity  masks profound insights,  making them enduring tools  for
moral education and cultural identity. As Odisha modernizes and integrates
into  a  globalized  world,  these  sayings  remain  relevant,  reminding
communities of their roots, values, and shared experiences. Understanding
and appreciating Odia proverbs not only enriches linguistic knowledge but
also fosters cultural empathy and social  harmony. They serve as timeless
guides, illuminating life's complexities with poetic brevity, and continue to be
cherished as vital expressions of Odia heritage. --- In essence, Odia proverbs
are more than words; they are living traditions that continue to shape and
reflect  the  ethos  of  Odisha.  Odia  proverbs,  Odia  sayings,  Odia  idioms,  Odia
wisdom, Odia cultural phrases, Odia folk wisdom, Odia language proverbs,
Odia traditional sayings, Odia moral lessons, Odia language idioms
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this volume forms part of the critical discourses in south asia series which
deals with schools movements and discursive practices in major south asian
languages  it  offers  crucial  insights  into  the  making  of  odia  literature  and  its
critical tradition across a century the book brings together english translation
of major writings of influential figures dealing with literary criticism and theory
aesthetic  and  performative  traditions  and  re  interpretations  of  primary
concepts  and  categories  in  odia  it  presents  twenty  five  key  texts  in  literary
and cultural studies from late nineteenth century to early twenty first century
translated  by  experts  for  the  first  time  into  english  these  seminal  essays
explore  complex  interconnections  between  socio  historical  events  in  the
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colonial and post independence period in odisha and the language movement
they discuss themes such as the evolving idea of literature and criteria of
critical evaluation revision and expansion of the literary canon the transition
from orality to print emergence of new reading practices resulting in shifts in
aesthetic sensibility dialectics of tradition and modernity and the formation
consolidation  and  political  consequences  of  a  language  based  identity
comprehensive and authoritative this volume offers an overview of the history
of  critical  thought  in  odia  literature  in  south  asia  it  will  be  essential  for
scholars  and researchers of  odia language and literature literary criticism
literary theory comparative literature indian literature cultural studies art and
aesthetics performance studies history sociology regional studies and south
asian studies it will also interest the odia speaking diaspora and those working
on the intellectual history of odisha and eastern india and conservation of
language and culture

this  edited  volume brings  together  a  collection  of  studies  on  the  use  of
multimedia in language education exploring its affordances and challenges in
various  settings  split  into  thematic  sections  exploring  learning  for  fun
technology in education and learning competencies the authors examine the
role  of  tools  approaches  and  topics  such  as  podcasts  artificial  intelligence
chatgpt  gamification  and  accessibility  the  chapters  are  drawn  from  a  wide
variety of global contexts and also consider intersectional questions of identity
and gender this book will be of interest to students and scholars of applied
linguistics  language  education  teaching  and  learning  and  technology  in
education

edugorilla publication is a trusted name in the education sector committed to
empowering  learners  with  high  quality  study  materials  and  resources
specializing in competitive exams and academic support edugorilla provides
comprehensive and well  structured content tailored to meet the needs of
students across various streams and levels

odisha is not just a state it is a song carved in stone a story whispered through
waves and a civilization that refused to fade oddra the soul of ancient odisha
is a civilizational journey part history part homage that traces the spiritual
maritime and cultural legacy of an eastern land often forgotten in mainstream
narratives from the thunder of the kalinga war to the silent steps of mahima
sadhus from tribal echoes in the hills to the global reach of ancient seafarers
this book brings together forgotten episodes sacred geographies and living
traditions that shaped india s eastern soul written with passion and reverence
oddra invites readers to rediscover people who danced between empires and
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eternity with devotion in their hearts and resilience in their blood this is not
just history it is odia asmita it is awakening it is oddra

this volume brings together a number of seminal studies presented at the
international conference on great indian epics held in february 2019 at the
jawaharlal nehru university new delhi by scholars from various parts of the
world  each  article  adds  a  new  dimension  to  the  subject  with  historical
scholarship  and  critical  interpretation  reflecting  comprehensiveness  unity
clarity and rightness of perception this definitive work adds to our knowledge
of the epics and their infinite influence please note taylor francis does not sell
or distribute the hardback in india pakistan nepal bhutan bangladesh and sri
lanka

folklore  studies  in  india  critical  regional  responses  is  an  interesting
compilation of twenty eight critical articles on the beginning of folklore studies
in  the  different  parts  of  india  in  the  absence  of  a  book  that  could  map  the
history of indian folklore studies single handedly this book can be deemed as
the first of its kind to feature the historical development of folklore studies in
the different states of india this book succinctly introduces the readers to the
folk culture folk arts and folk genres of a particular region and to the different
aspects of folkloristic researches carried out in that region

our intellectual context is very complicated there are competing pedagogues
divergent  epistemological  agendas  and  flawed  participants  the  mind  is  a
warzone the old testament depicts a battlefield between the sinful  mind and
god s revelation today many christians minimize the intellect  and do not
recognize how sin impacts thinking many do not know how to love god with
the mind many suffer from anti  intellectual  inertia they think like consumers
shopping for knowledge learning formats and instructors that conform to their
buying preferences they prefer junk food for their minds they often fulfill the
role assigned to them by the world intellectual simplicity private religiosity
and  subjective  spirituality  by  comprehensively  examining  old  testament
teaching concerning the mind this  book promotes a  spirituality  that  puts
thinking in its proper place it explains what god requires intellectually of his
vice regents it shows that our world is a labyrinth but that god s revelation is
our  reliable  guide  this  book motivates  readers  to  strive  for  mental  piety
wisdom and intellectual development for the glory of god and the fulfillment of
our mandate on earth readers will learn from their ancient brethren how to
better steward their minds

this  book  explores  african  philosophic  sagacity  or  wisdom philosophy  as
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proposed by odera oruka in his four trends in current african philosophy 1981
which he later expanded to six trends 1998 oruka defines philosophic sagacity
as  wisdom philosophy  or  philosophy  of  the  wise  men  of  africa  who  are
independent liberal and non conformist thinkers and who often deviate from
the accepted common norms of their societies this book takes philosophic
sagacity discourse beyond oruka s definition by encompassing traditional wise
sayings and proverbs it combines individual liberal thinkers and the communal
ideas  and  cherishes  both  rational  and  emotional  engagement  offering  a
broader understanding of african philosophic sagacity wilfred lajul opens the
door  for  new researchers  to  venture  into  the  study of  african languages
wisdom  sayings  and  proverbs  and  helps  to  unveil  the  content  of  this
philosophy from the perspective of different african societies
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