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committee serial no 1 considers legislation to restore state development rights to petroleum
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and natural gas in continental shelf and other submerged lands

the texas state constitution of 1876 set aside three million acres of public land in the texas
panhandle in exchange for construction of the state s monumental red granite capitol in
austin that land became the xit ranch briefly one of the most productive cattle operations in
the west the story behind the legendary xit ranch told in full in this book is a tale of gilded
age business and politics at the very foundation of the american cattle industry the capitol
construction project along with the acres that would become xit went to an illinois syndicate
led by men influential in politics and business unable to sell the land the illinois group
backed by british capital turned to cattle ranching to satisfy investors in tracing their efforts
which expanded to include a satellite ranch in montana historian michael m miller
demythologizes the cattle business that flourished in the late nineteenth century american
west paralleling the united states first industrial revolution the xit ranch came into being and
succeeded miller shows only because of the work of accountants lawyers and managers
overseen by officers and a board of seasoned international capitalists in turn the ranch created
wealth for some and promoted the expansion of railroads new towns farms and jobs though it
existed only from 1885 to 1912 from texas to montana the operation left a deep imprint on
community culture and historical memory describing the texas capitol project in its full scope
and gritty detail xit cuts through the popular portrayal of great western ranches to reveal a
more nuanced and far reaching reality in the business and politics of the beef industry at the

close of america s gilded age
committee serial no 2

considers legislation on states jurisdiction over lands beneath navigable waters within
original states boundaries federal control and development of oil and petroleum reserves on
continental shelf lying outside original state boundaries and oil and petroleum reserves use

for national defense and federal aid to education

a comprehensive volume on historical mapping in texas the texas general land office s map
collection contains over 45 000 maps some dating from the sixteenth century making it one
of the most important cartographic archives in texas as products and agents of history drawn
by cartographers with motives and means as diverse as the places they document maps
provide a unique perspective on geopolitical cultural and economic processes the maps of the
glo offer key insights into texas s sprawling history they speak to issues of changing borders
social and political upheaval and questions of sovereignty and power texas takes shape offers
an illuminating selection from the glo archive over one hundred maps that tell and
sometimes obscure the stories of european colonization spanish and mexican rule the republic
of texas and the modern us state there are maps here of every scale from the hemispheric
visions of european explorers to individual survey plats accompanying essays offer
fascinating lessons on topics ranging from indigenous cartography to military and railroad
mapmaking and frontier surveys artful and informative texas takes shape examines a unique
place through the eyes and imaginations of those who sought to govern it profit from it

understand it and call it home

this bibliography has been compiled as a companion volume to the bibliography on land

settlement issued in 1934 by the united states department of agriculture as miscellaneous
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publication 172 it contains selected references to the literature on the economic aspects of
land utilization and land policy in the united states and in foreign countries published for the

most part during the period 1918 36

the 1846 1848 mahele division transformed the lands of hawai i from a shared value into
private property but left many issues unresolved kauikeaouli kamehameha iii agreed to the
mahele which divided all land among the mo 1 king the ali i chiefs and the maka ainana
commoners in the hopes of keeping the lands in hawaiian hands even if a foreign power
claimed sovereignty over the islands the king s share was further divided into government
and crown lands the latter managed personally by the ruler until a court decision in 1864
and a statute passed in 1865 declared that they could no longer be bought or sold by the mo 1
and should be maintained intact for future monarchs after the illegal overthrow of the
monarchy in 1893 government and crown lands were joined together and after annexation
in 1898 they were managed as a public trust by the united states at statehood in 1959 all but
373 720 acres of government and crown lands were transferred to the state of hawai i the
legal status of crown lands remains controversial and misunderstood to this day in this
engrossing work jon van dyke describes and analyzes in detail the complex cultural and
legal history of hawai i s crown lands he argues that these lands must be examined as a
separate entity and their unique status recognized government lands were created to
provide for the needs of the general population crown lands were part of the personal
domain of kamehameha iii and evolved into a resource designed to support the mo6 1 who in
turn supported the native hawaiian people the question of who owns hawai i s crown lands
today is of singular importance for native hawaiians in their quest for recognition and
sovereignty and this volume will become a primary resource on a fundamental issue

underlying native hawaiian birthrights 64 illus 6 maps
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