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originally the work of an anonymous babylonian poet who lived over 3700 years ago
this is the tale of one man s struggle against death not content with the immortal
renown won by  reckless  deeds  the  hero  of  the  epic  seeks  immortality  itself  and
journeys to the end of the earth and beyond

gilgamesh king of uruk and his companion enkidu are the only heroes to have survived
from the ancient literature of babylon immortalized in this epic poem that dates back to
the 3rd millennium bc together they journey to the spring of youth defeat the bull of
heaven and slay the monster humbaba when enkidu dies gilgamesh s grief and fear of
death are such that they lead him to undertake a quest for eternal life a timeless tale of
morality tragedy and pure adventure the epic of gilgamesh is a landmark literary
exploration of man s search for immortality

n k sandars s landmark translation of one of the first and greatest works of western
literature a penguin classic gilgamesh king of uruk and his companion enkidu are the
only heroes to have survived from the ancient literature of babylon immortalized in this
epic poem that dates back to the third millennium bc together they journey to the
spring of youth defeat the bull of heaven and slay the monster humbaba when enkidu
dies gilgamesh s grief and fear of death are such that they lead him to undertake a
quest for eternal life a timeless tale of morality tragedy and pure adventure the epic of
gilgamesh is  a landmark literary exploration of  man s  search for  immortality  n k
sandars  s  lucid  accessible  translation  is  prefaced  by  a  detailed  introduction  that
examines the narrative and historical context of the work in addition there is a glossary
of names and a map of the ancient orient for more than seventy years penguin has
been the leading publisher of classic literature in the english speaking world with more
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than 1  700 titles penguin classics represents a global  bookshelf  of  the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors as well as up to date translations by award winning translators

reflections on a lost poem and its rediscovery by contemporary poets gilgamesh is the
most ancient long poem known to exist it is also the newest classic in the canon of
world literature lost for centuries to the sands of the middle east but found again in the
1850s it tells the story of a great king his heroism and his eventual defeat it is a story of
monsters gods and cataclysms and of intimate friendship and love acclaimed literary
historian  michael  schmidt  provides  a  unique  meditation  on  the  rediscovery  of
gilgamesh and its profound influence on poets today schmidt describes how the poem
is a work in progress even now an undertaking that has drawn on the talents and
obsessions of an unlikely cast of characters from archaeologists and museum curators
to  tomb raiders  and jihadis  fragments  of  the  poem incised  on  clay  tablets  were
scattered across a huge expanse of desert when it was recovered in the nineteenth
century the poem had to be reassembled its languages deciphered the discovery of a
pre noah flood story was front page news on both sides of the atlantic and the poem s
allure  only  continues  to  grow  as  additional  cuneiform  tablets  come  to  light  its
translation interpretation and integration are ongoing in this illuminating book schmidt
discusses the special fascination gilgamesh holds for contemporary poets arguing that
part of its appeal is its captivating otherness he reflects on the work of leading poets
such as charles olson louis zukofsky and yusef komunyakaa whose own encounters
with the poem are revelatory and he reads its many translations and editions to bring it
vividly to life for readers

the relationship of myth to literature has largely been overshadowed in contemporary
theory  by  perspectives  of  a  linguistic  or  sociological  orientation  and  by  relativist
sometimes negatory stances on all searches for meaning this book attempts to show
that  myth  criticism  and  critical  theories  of  more  recent  provenance  are  not
irreconcilable while taking into consideration some of the more influential tenets of
structuralist  post  structuralist  marxist  and feminist  theory it  applies a post  jungian
archetypal approach to illustrating the perennial nature of a particular myth the fall of
man in two main traditions mesopotamian and christian and in the contemporary novel
in english the discussions of five major novels by william golding patrick white martin
amis salman rushdie and wilson harris  not only serve to expand the mythological
insights achieved in the first part of the book they also suggest the incommensurability
of imaginal novelistic life with mythology s age old intuitions about the human condition
myth criticism emerges from this book as an irreplaceable vantage point from which
man s lapsarian predicament can be scrutinized synchronically as archaic wisdom
contemporary anxiety and post colonial commitment to the building of a new human
city

the multi million copy bestselling sensation that turned history on its head from the
creator of netflix s ancient apocalypse starring keanu reeves one of the intellectual
landmarks of the decade literary review readers will hugely enjoy their quest in these
pages  of  inspired  storytelling  times  a  revolutionary  rewrite  of  history  that  has
persuaded millions of readers throughout the world to change their preconceptions
about the origins of modern society an intellectual detective story this unique history
book directs probing questions at orthodox history presenting disturbing new evidence
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that historians have tried but failed to explain this groundbreaking evidence includes
accurate  ancient  maps  that  show the  world  as  it  last  looked during  the  ice  age
thousands of years before any civilisation capable of making such maps is supposed to
have  existed  evidence  of  the  devastating  scientific  and  astronomical  information
encoded into prehistoric myths the incredible construction of the great pyramids of
egypt and of megalithic  temples on the giza plateau the mysterious astronomical
alignments of the pyramids and the great sphinx the megalithic temples of the andes
the myths of viracocha and quetzalcoatl the pyramids of the sun and the moon in
mexico the doomsday calendar and eerie memories of the ancient maya the warning
from the hopi of arizona hancock s sweep through the ancient world is arresting and
audacious daily mail hancock has invented a new genre an intellectual whodunit by a
do it  yourself  sleuth with whom we can all  identify guardian part  travelogue part
sensation part unravelling a fascinating story catholic herald part one of a trilogy
followed by magicians of the gods and america before

this is the first complete book about the babylonian kabbalah which many people are
talking about on the internet assyria in northern iraq is the home of palace art from the
courts of the assyrian empire where the tree of life was routinely shown on walls
tended by winged genies it represented the king and the land it is also arguably a
spiritual map and the basis of the jewish kabbalah which was developed later many
authors have asserted that the kabbalah came from egypt but this book shows that its
early  roots  lie  in  assyrian  court  art  there  are  also  fascinating  parallels  to  asiatic
shamanism all points to asia not africa as the home of the archetypal sacred tree
image

this study traces the long evolution of the male military heroic tradition of the west and
its reinvigoration by christian theology and ecclesiology it concludes with an analysis of
the working out of this culture in debates about war crimes masculine concepts of duty
and a war the gulf war on eurochristianity s frontier with islam

climate  change  is  the  greatest  challenge  that  the  world  has  ever  faced  in  this
groundbreaking  new  book  alastair  mcintosh  summarises  the  science  of  what  is
happening to the planet both globally and using scotland as a local case study he
moves on controversially to suggest that politics alone is not enough to tackle the scale
and depth of the problem at root is our addictive consumer mentality wants have
replaced needs and consumption drives our  very identity  in  a fascinating journey
through early texts that speak to climate change including the ancient sumerian epic of
gilgamesh plato s myth of atlantis and shakespeare s macbeth mcintosh reveals the
psychohistory  of  modern  consumerism  he  shows  how  we  have  fallen  prey  to  a
numbing culture of violence and the motivational manipulation of marketing to start to
resolve what has become of the human condition we must get more real in facing up to
despair and death only then will we discover the spiritual meaning of these our troubled
times only then can magic new meaning and all that gives life start to mend a broken
world

a mysterious group of  people came to settle  in  southern mesopotamia sometime
around 5400bc what is now the modern state of iraq the first city of mesopotamia was
founded named eridu although historians have generally regarded this as the world s
first city we have seen this challenged on numerous occasions by recent discoveries
too numerous to mention here eridu had all the things we ordinarily associate with an
ancient city temples administrative buildings housing agriculture markets art and of
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course walls to keep out unsavoury characters the elusive aspect is we have absolutely
no idea where they acquired their language and bizarre language it is we have no idea
what  they  originally  looked  like  their  language  which  we  call  sumerian  and  the
subsequent akkadian derivative were linguistic isolates sumerian is the oldest known
written language on earth and any languages it might have derived from or developed
alongside have been lost to time figuring out what their baffling ethnic identity based
on their art is a doomed effort because their art was so stylized that a good case could
be made that it portrays people of any ethnicity or the people they encountered the
sumerian language was not semitic and the akkadian conquests of 2334 bce disrupted
the  ethnic  and  cultural  isolation  of  the  sumerian  people  by  about  2000  bce  the
sumerians were speaking akkadian and the sumerian and akkadian civilizations were
regarded as a single enterprise does this mean that we ll never know how the sumerian
language  developed  or  where  the  sumerians  originally  came  from  well  if  any
reasonably well preserved sumerian bones can be found dna testing could tell us their
ethnic  origin  although this  all  sounds murky we have literature left  in  the form if
cuneiform writing that speaks volumes on their day to day life and their highly unusual
gods the sumerian pantheon reads like wild science fiction at times and although they
often speak of their own origins in terms of their gods and family ties many have
chosen to label this as mythology ignore it or merely treat it in a literature aspect

from ancient  times to  the  present  day the world  in  books  offers  a  wide ranging
historical education through pleasure reading and a fantastic introduction to some of
the most thought provoking profound and interesting nonfiction works of all time from
sun tzu s the art of war to bell hooks s all about love as well as such recent classics as
barbara ehrenreich s nickel and dimed and chimamanda ngozi adichie s we should all
be feminists davis s guide suggests a world of nonfiction books and explains just why
they re so historically meaningful and culturally relevant today

urban landscape perspectives explores how landscape terminology can be usefully
brought into the urban debate the articles are by scholars who have a particular
interest in and experience of the city project at various operative scales they include
theoretical reflections on the landscape as an eminently project like figure the book
describes new methods and approaches dealing with the contemporary environment
whether it is from the point of view of the city or the landscape

this volume traces the origins and evolution of the idea of human extinction from the
ancient  presocratics  through contemporary work on existential  risks  many leading
intellectuals agree that the risk of human extinction this century may be higher than at
any point in our 300 000 year history as a species this book provides insight on the key
questions that inform this discussion including when humans began to worry about their
own extinction  and  how the  debate  has  changed  over  time  it  establishes  a  new
theoretical  foundation  for  thinking about  the  ethics  of  our  extinction  arguing that
extinction would be very bad under most circumstances although the outcome might
be on balance good throughout the book graphs tables and images further illustrate
how human choices and attitudes about extinction have evolved in western history in its
thorough examination of humanity s past this book also provides a starting point for
understanding our future although accessible enough to be read by undergraduates
human extinction contains new and thought provoking research that will benefit even
established academic philosophers and historians

the author of bloodline of the gods explores the theory that ancient aliens shared the
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secrets of immortality with old testament figures while scientists debate the theoretical
possibility of immortality it may have already been achieved in the distant past history
is filled with accounts of fantastic beings powerful gods and half human half alien
entities that had extraordinarily long lifespans today these stories are dismissed as
mere folklore and mythology but what if the accounts are all too real in immortality of
the gods nick redfern considers the possibility that ancient aliens uncovered the secret
to  stopping  the  aging  process  examining  the  legends  of  the  anunnaki  redfern
investigates how these ancient deities may have achieved everlasting life and why they
might have shared their secrets with noah methuselah and other biblical figures redfern
goes on to explore the saga of gilgamesh a long lived part human part extraterrestrial
sumerian ruler obsessed with immortality also in this volume redfern studies the claim
that  an  undisclosed motivation  for  the  2003  invasion  of  iraq  was  to  uncover  the
millennia old secrets of white powder gold a manna like substance that supposedly
rejuvenates cells and tissue

this  companion  surveys  over  four  thousand  years  of  epic  poetry  in  a  series  of
accessible essays
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